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Sydney’s middle name of Decimus signifies that he was either the tenth child or tenth son of James Fretwell Jnr 
and indeed a Cambridge Alumni record suggests the latter :...Youngest and 10th s. of James [locomotive 
engineer]…i. However, from the children I have accounted for over the two marriages of James, I have Sydney 
as the 11th child of 12, and the 7th of the five sons – so clearly there are some gaps in my information on the 
Kitsons. 
Sydney Kitson was born on 26th June 1871, the third child and second (?) son of James Kitson and his second 
wife Elizabeth (née) Hutchinson. He was baptised on 7th August of that year at St. John’s Church, Roundhay.ii 
As a young lad he was at the same preparatory school as his older brother Francis, Yarlett Hall, Staffordshire, 
for the 1881 census.iii 
Sydney completed his education at Charterhouse and then at Cambridge where he entered Trinity College in 
the Michaelmas term of 1889 and where he gained his BA in 1892 and from where he graduated with an MA in 
1896.iv Sydney, unlike most of the male Kitsons, did not join the family firm but qualified and practised as an 
architect. The following account of Sydney’s professional progress is taken from the DSA Architect Biography 
Report, interspersed with supplementary information from the Cambridge University Alumni, 1261-1900. 
Sydney Decimus Kitson was articled to Edward John May from 1893 to 1895, and was an assistant to William 
Douglas Caröe in 1896. He commenced independent practice in 1897 in Leeds. Kitson worked in partnership 
with Francis William Bedford from 1897 to 1904. 
Having established himself professionally, Sydney, at the age of 31 and of Chapel Allerton, married Margaret 
Winifred Tetley of Headingley, on 19th February 1903 at St Michael’s Church Headingley. The wedding party 
included five witnesses – C Harold Tetley, Gladys Tetley and the groom’s father C.F. Tetley. Representing the 
Kitsons were James and Elizabeth Kitson, Sydney’s parents.v 
Margaret, who was born on 30th March 1879vi, came from the Tetley brewing family. Tetley’s has a history that 
is inextricably linked to Leeds and spans over 175 years. In 1822, Joshua Tetley set up his brewing business 
just yards away from where Tetley’s Brewery Wharf is today. Margaret’s parents were Charles Francis Tetley 
and Alice Margaret (née Atkinson) who had married at St John the Evangelist, Leeds, in 1875.vii 
I have been able to trace her life through the three census nights prior to her marriage to Sydney. In 1881 
Margaret and her older brothers Charles and Francis were staying with their maternal grandfather at St. 
John’s, Queens Drive, Ilkley.viii 

John W Atkinson 56 Solicitor Leeds 
John C Atkinson 24 Solicitor Leeds 
Frances G Atkinson 22  Leeds 
Emily Atkinson 21  Leeds 
Arthur R Atkinson 19 Mining Engineer’s pupil* Boston Spa, Yorkshire 
Charles H Tetley (G-son) 4  Leeds 
Francis E Tetley (G-son) 3  Leeds 
Margaret W Tetley (G-dau) 2  Leeds 
Jane Lilley 63 Cook Adel, Yorkshire 
Mary Palliser 31 Serving Maid Bedale, Yorkshire 
Martha Walton 27 Waiting Maid Carlton, Yorkshire 
Eliza E Smith 30 House Maid Methley, Yorkshire 
Mary I Smith 16 Kitchen Maid Ilkley 
Gertrude A Marginson (Vis) 25 Nurse (Domestic) London, Middlesex 
Annie J Laurie (Vis) 16 Nurse (Domestic) Lanarckshire 
* under the tutelage of one of the Kitsons? 

John Atkinson would have been assisted in caring for his three young grandchildren by the two nurses who 
were with the household. The likely reason for the three Tetley children being away from home was that their 
mother Alice, at home at Headingley cum Burley for the same census, had just given birth to a baby daughter. 
Their maternal grandmother, Marianne Atkinson, was also with the Tetley family at this time to assist her 
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daughter Alice at the birth and with the new born infant. Charles Tetley was described as JP for the Borough of 
Leeds and Brewer and Maltster. ix 
Ten years later the family was together at 47 Cardigan Street, Headingley, and now we have a name for the 
infant born in 1881. Another son had also been born in the intervening period.x 

Charles F Tetley 42 Brewer Leeds 
Alice M Tetley 38  Leeds 
Charles H Tetley 14 Scholar Leeds 
Francis E Tetley 13 Scholar Leeds 
Margaret W Tetley 12 Scholar Leeds 
Gladys Tetley 10 Scholar Leeds 
Michael H Tetley 3  Leeds 
Ann Ledgard 59 Cook Mirfield, Yorkshire 
Lucy Wyland 35 Domestic Servant Northamptonshire 
Caroline King 28 Domestic Servant Grasby, Lincolnshire 
Rhoda Nicholson 22 Domestic Servant Cross Gates, Yorkshire 
Gertrude A Marginson 17 Domestic Servant Methley, Yorkshire 
Dora Nicholson 35 Domestic Servant Louth, Lincolnshire 
Jane Marginson (Vis) 42 Dressmaker London 
(There seem to be a number of Marginsons and Nicholsons in the Atkinson/Tetley households which is all a bit 
confusing!). 

For the 1901 census, two years before her marriage to Sydney Kitson, Margaret is at home with her parents 
who have now moved to Spring Bank, a substantial house and land holding on Headingley Lane, and only a 
stone’s throw from St Michael’s Church in which Margaret and Sydney were married. The census transcriber 
has helpfully given the full names of the household members. The presence of a Sick Nurse suggests that one 
of the family was unwell at this time.xi 

Charles Francis Tetley 52 Brewer Leeds 
Alice Margaret Tetley 48  Leeds 
Margaret Winifred Tetley 22  Leeds 
Gladys Tetley 20  Leeds 
Edmund Herbert Tetley (Bro) 32 Brewer (Superintending) Leeds 
Kate Tetley (S-in-L) 30  Kensington, London 
Sophia Lambden 32 Cook Hampshire 
Lucy Steel Smith 31 Waiting Maid Sheffield 
Alice Mary Claridge 32 House Maid Crowle, Lincolnshire 
Ellen Minnie Longe 28 Waiting Maid Ufford, Suffolk 
Florence Aldridge 23 House Maid Leeds 
Gertrude Tyler 20 Kitchen Maid Lincolnshire 
Mary Pogson(?) 63 Sick Nurse York 

Sydney was elected to the FRIBA on 3rd December 1906, his proposers being Edward John May, John 
Belcher and Harry Sutton Chorley. Prior to the First World War he had an extensive local practice operating 
from various Leeds premises including Greek Street Chambers and Lloyds Bank Chambers, Vicar Lane. 
Commencing work in 1899, Sydney was involved with the design of the Brahan building in Perth and the 
Cartwright Memorial Hall in Bradford. His residential address over this period of his life was at Gledhow 
His service in the Great War with the Yorkshire Hussars, from 1914-1919, rising from Captain in 1914 to Major 
in 1918. He also served as APM for Nottinghamshire during the First World War, the demands of his duties 
sowing the seeds for the lung disease which was to plague him for the rest of his life. He was mentioned in 
Secretary of State's List for valuable services. After the war he lived in London for a time, subsequently moving 
to Boston Spa, Yorkshire and finally to Kidlington, near Oxford. Whilst there he was appointed Justice of the 
Peace and he became honorary secretary of the RIBA in 1928. He was an authority on the Norwich School of 
art and after completing his term in as secretary of the RIBA he devoted his time and energy to writing a book 
on the English watercolourist John Sell Cotman. This was finally published in the Spring of 1937, shortly before 
his death at Kidlington on 1st July 1837. The Leeds Art Gallery was a beneficiary of Sydney’s estate through 
his bequest of one of the greatest collections of work by Cotman. Sydney also made a smaller bequest of 
artworks to the Fitzwilliam Museum, Trumpington, Cambridge. 
The following obituaries from the Times are both given here as they each provide a different focus on Sydney’s 
life. The one on the left balances his worklife and his extramural activities, and gives some family detail. The 
one on the right relates more to his love of art, and also reminds us that Sydney was unwell, and suffering, for 
many years before his death.  
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The Times 6th July 1937 The Times 9 July 1937 

Winifred predeceased Sydney and died on 27th February 1932, just before her 53rd birthday. The 6th July 
obituary refers to two daughters and these were Elizabeth Kitson and Alice Barbara Kitson, born respectively 
in 1905 and 1907. I am not sure whether they married, but assume that at least Alice did as the Times of 1st 
June 1934 carried the following engagement notice. 

 
Both daughters lived to a ripe old age. Elizabeth died on 10th June 1992 and Alice on 19th February 1999.xii 
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iii RG11/2686/p19. 
iv Cambridge University Alumni, 1261-1900. 
v Certified copy of Marriage Certificate MXD346985. 
vi http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~rftetley/dat41.html#18. 
vii FreeBMD Birth and FreeBMD Marriage Index; CE30/A/458. 
viii RG11/4337/p9. 
ix RG11/4538/p9. 
x RG12/3709/pp30-31. 
xi RG13/4246/p1. 
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